
SIERRA MAGAZINE’S 2010 “COOLEST SCHOOLS” QUESTIONNAIRE

EFFICIENCY

ENERGY SUPPLY

FOOD

ACADEMICS

PURCHASING

TRANSPORTATION

WASTE MANAGEMENT

ADMINISTRATION

FINANCIAL INVESTMENTS

OTHER INITIATIVES 

2007 2008 2009

 

distributed



Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________  DATE:______________
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Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text71: Yes. All back-of-the-house food waste is composted. Victor's at Ondine and Food for Thought Cafe is nearly a zero-waste dining facility. The first front-of-the-house composting pilot is underway in the Student Union, opening April 2010.
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	Text74: Yes. Environmental Sustainability is an explicit component of PSU's official Vision and Mission.Our vision is to be an internationally recognized urban university known for excellence in student learning, innovative research, and community engagement that contributes to the economic vitality, environmental sustainability, and quality of life in the Portland region and beyond.http://www.pdx.edu/mission.html"Sustainability" is one of eight official undergraduate learning outcomes. http://www.iac.pdx.edu/content/campus-wide-learning-outcomes-0The commitment to sustainability is also reflected in the university's five guiding themes: http://www.pdx.edu/president/blueprint
	Text75: Yes. One (1) full-time (f/t) campus sustainability coordinator, 1 f/t student leadership coordinator for sustainability outreach, 1 f/t academic sustainability director, 2 f/t academic program coordinators, 1 f/t recycling coordinator, 1 f/t transportation options coordinator, five p/t GRAs. PSU also has a Sustainability Advisory Council that addresses campus-wide issues, and a Green Teams program.
	Text76: Yes. PSU is a signatory to the American College & University Presidents Climate Commitment (ACUPCC). A major component of this commitment is to develop and submit a campus-wide plan for achieving climate neutrality. PSU plans to achieve carbon neutrality by 2050. Interim goals include reducing energy use in buildings 20% below 2000 levels by 2015.A draft Climate Action Plan is available online: http://www.pdx.edu/sustainability/climate-action-plan
	Text77: Yes. 2007, 2008, 2009 (in progress)
	Text78: No—PSU has a goal of stabilizing carbon emissions in 2010, but PSU has not yet achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions. Adoption of a comprehensive 40-year Climate Action Plan in 2010 in addition to state and regional legislated reduction targets, will help to begin lowering carbon emissions. A major challenge is the rapid enrollment and physical growth at PSU. Since 2000, PSU has added 281,573 gross square feet (gsf) in new housing and 160,371gsf in instructional and other space. Enrollment has nearly doubled since 1990. Headcount rose from 14,758 (1990) to 27,972 in 2009.         
	Text79: Yes. Information regarding the asset allocation, fair market value and historical returns is available. The PSU Foundation, which administers the endowment fund, provides information on the asset allocation and historical returns as requested.  The Form 990 is a public tax filing and includes detail regarding the beginning and ending fair market value and endowment activity during the year.
	Text80: No.
	Text81: Yes. PSU purchases Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) to cover 100% of electricity use. The University also manages the ten-year, $25 million Miller Foundation fund, which supports research, teaching, student activities, and community-university partnerships specific to sustainability. In 2010, the School of Business Administration launched the Social Innovation Incubator, a virtual incubator that provides start-up support for entrepreneurs focused on innovations that benefit the environment and humanity.http://www.sba.pdx.edu/sii/index.htmlThe University also participates and funds employee retirement plans offered through providers such as TIAA-CREF, which offer investment opportunities in funds that screen companies for strong stewards of the environment; devoted to serving local communities and society in general; committed to high labor standards; dedicated to producing high-quality, safe products;and managed in an ethical manner. 
	Text82: Yes. (1) Hosted Powervote event with featuring a live webcast with Al Gore in October 2008. (2)Powershift ’09  and Sierra Student Coalition--2 students coordinated funding and logistics for 30 PSU students to attend Powershift 2009 in Washington, D.C. These students had the opportunity to be trained and network with 12,000 other leaders from around the country. (3) Students created an "EcoWiki" serving as an online sustainability action hub. (ecowiki.pdx.edu), which includes news and events, info on campus policies, recycling, energy, student groups, green teams, academics, operations, and infrastructure, jobs, internships, and other opportunities. (4) Ph.D. chemistry student and full-time Intel employee developed "green chemistry" solution to fabricating smaller microchips. This "wet etching" process saves Intel ~$40M annually.  
	Text83: Mechanical engineering students compete in the annual West Coast Human Powered Vehicle competition, sponsored by ASME. 3rd Place finishes in 2006, 2007, 2008.
	Text84: Yes. Permaculture Demonstration Garden, includes three raised beds, two composters, an herb spiral, rainwater catchment demonstrations, and signage.  Community Garden - The Community Garden holds 48 plots that are allocated to individual students and a variety of community areas which include a large wheelchair-accessible plot and sandbox for children. President’s Garden – In 2009, students in PSU’s Permaculture and Whole Systems Design class created and installed a permaculture garden at our President’s home. The garden included vegetables and herbs that were chosen by the students and the President’s family. Green Streets: Adding bioswales, 50'x50' garden, in central campus.
	Text85: Yes. All cleaning products used at PSU must meet the following four criteria: 1) product meets or exceeds Green Seal standards. 2) No products used on-site that are contained in pressurized, sealed aerosol spray cans. 3) No chemical cleaning product shall contain constituent compounds that are classified by EPA as known or probable carcinogens. 4) Products must not constitute hazardous wastes as defined at 40 CFR (Code of Federal Regulations) Part 261 when offered for disposal.
	Text86: Yes. University Studies program offers every student hands-on learning and an opportunity to provide community service. Portland State University offers a number of sustainability immersive experiences, ranging from international studies programs, general education requirement programs, internships and apprenticeships. Several graduate certificates address sustainability and nature, including sustainability and hydrology certificates. Campus also offers robust "Outdoor Program" through campus recreation to students, faculty and staff. Several student clubs also offer outdoor opportunities, including biking, environment, permaculture, and other clubs.
	Text87: PSU has adopted a Climate Action Plan (January 2010) that identifies a path toward climate neutrality by 2050. PSU established a Sustainability Living-learning Community cluster for first year students. The cluster includes a year-long course and a joint-living cluster in the LEED certified Broadway residence hall.Attracted a $3.9 million donation in support of computational sciences, with numerous applications in support of sustainability. PSU incorporated sustainability into commencement ceremonies, including a sustainability pledge for graduates, reducing costs, and improving environmental practices. PSU established new support for students, including a Career Center position focused on sustainability. PSU started sustainability leadership center to support undergrad students.
	Text88: University has a mission of engagement with community, meaning that sustainability programs and initiatives are often offered in conjunction with public, private, government, and academic partners throughout the Pacific Northwest, and internationally (emphasis in Asia and Pacific Rim).Examples include the Community Watershed Stewardship Program. The program has mobilized over 27,000 volunteers to help restore more than two million square feet of stream banks in Portland. Together with the City of Portland, PSU received the first United States National Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter Partnership Award for Campus-Community Collaboration in 2008.A $25 million challenge grant from the James F. and Marion L. Miller Foundation is supporting PSU in becoming a national leader for sustainability programs. The gift, the largest in PSU history, requires an additional $25 million to be raised in matching funds, creating a $50 million investment in sustainability over the next decade.PSU and city of Portland are working to implement an "ecodistrict,"with district scale sustainability performance planning and implementation strategy. Ecodistricts engages residents, municipal and regional policy makers, and utilities to accelerate integrated and resilient neighborhood scale investment and social engagement; and use social and economic capital to leverage district scale policies, finances, partnerships, and technologies. The district will be anchored by the nation's first high-rise living building, the Oregon Sustainability Center.PSU faculty and graduate students have collaborated with U.S. Forest Service staff since 2001 in developing environmental, social and economic sustainability indicators for the Mt. Hood National Forest. The sustainability indicators development is part of a national project in which Mt. Hood National Forest is one of six national forests to take part. For the past decade, PSU has run the China-PSU Sustainable Planning Program, focused on land use management.PSU has established a sustainability fellows program, recruiting new faculty with interdisciplinary expertise in sustainability. PSU has also funded, through its Miller Foundation fund, over $2 million in grant projects by faculty and students since 2009, as well as travel grants.http://www.pdx.edu/sustainability/research-funding-and-opportunities


